
• Setting robust environmental standards and ensuring that they are   

enforced is the way to achieve the energy efficiency and sustainability 

goals 

 

• Progress on sustainable homes must keep pace with rising energy 

costs  

 

• Integration of construction skills, knowledge and work practices are of 

concern in the construction industry and need to be addressed 

 









• The Green Deal is currently too weak to be of significant influence in 

meeting the UK’s carbon emissions targets because of its complexity, 

unattractiveness to social housing organisations and lack of specialist 

attention to vulnerable buildings 

 

• The role of the Green Deal Provider is a ‘high volume low margin’ 

business carrying a lot of risk for SMEs.  However, initiatives like the 

‘Green Deal Conduit’ (being set up by Parity projects) may be able to 

address this problem  

 

• We believe to aid consumer confidence in the Green Deal, other fiscal 

incentives such as revenue-neutral adjustment of Stamp Duty on sales 

of homes should be considered   

  

• It is vital that there are adequate safeguards within the Green Deal 

framework to protect consumers eg monitoring the effectiveness of 

measures   

 





• In 80% reduction scenario, 98% of easy-to-treat homes and 95% of hard 

to treat homes must be retrofitted by 2050 

 

• To achieve such a high uptake, market mechanisms and regulation may 

need to be strengthened 



 

Quality and Sustainable Construction 

 

• Targets are achievable if clear objectives set and critical mass 

reached – making sure targets are achieved is critical  

 

 

• Integrated approach is important: need a broad understanding of  

issues, right through to attention to detail and scrutiny of outcomes – 

and this approach is key for all the diverse range of people and skills 

involved in the process 

 

 





    Green Deal is a step in the right direction but currently too weak to be of 

significant influence in meeting the UK’s carbon emissions targets 

because of : 

 

•   Complexity 

 

•   Unattractiveness to social housing organisations  

 

• Green Deal not geared to a staged approach – “associated measures”    

can be excluded from Golden Rule; an integrated approach includes 

project coordination  

 

•   Lack of specialist consideration to vulnerable buildings 

 

cf EU DIRECTIVE ‘MOBILISING INVESTMENT IN THE RENOVATION 

OF THE NATIONAL STOCK’.....  



• E2 Rebuild is a collaborative project between 

eight European  countries 

 

• Energy (heat) demand before retrofit: 237 

kWh/m²y  

 

• Estimated energy demand after retrofit: Retrofit 

Passivhaus Standard (<25 kWh/m²y) 

 



 

• Monitoring of  Green Deal: Performance Targets? Arrangements with 

Oversight Body not yet in place for ‘monitoring Green Deal effectiveness’ 

 

•  SME access. . Geared to larger organisations as providers.  ‘Green Deal 

Conduit ‘ (Parity projects) and ‘retrofit cooperatives’ (LA) alternative 

models 

 

•  Consumer Buy-in? We believe to aid consumer confidence in the Green 

Deal, other fiscal incentives such as revenue-neutral adjustment of Stamp 

Duty on sales of homes should be considered/ + VAT should incentivise. 

  

•  Consumer protection: adequate safeguards within the Green Deal 

framework are needed to protect consumers: eg Impartiality of 

assessment key;  Planning consent guidance needed  



Ex Paul Morrell, Ecobuild 2013 


