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John is Chairman of Nolan Associates, Consulting Civil and Structural Engineers. He is also 
a Visiting Professor at the University of Birmingham, Chairman of a property company, non-
exec director of a power company, technical advisor to the Board of Bournville Village Trust 
and is a Past President of the Institution of Structural Engineers. John is a Fellow of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers and also the Institution of Civil Engineers. He has over 40 
years experience in the construction Industry initially as a contractor, but predominantly as a 
consultant, and has been responsible for the civil and structural engineering design of 
projects in almost all sectors of the built environment. 
 
His particular interests are innovation, value engineering, the waste generated by the public 
sector procurement process and off site fabrication.  
 
He is passionate about the quality and relevance of the knowledge that Civil and Structural 
Engineering students have when they graduate and has spoken widely on this topic. This 
lead to his appointment as a Royal Academy of Engineering Visiting Professor of Innovation 
at the University of Birmingham 
 
John has been married to his wife Valerie since they were students and they have a son who 
is a Chartered Surveyor and two daughters, one of whom is also an Engineer. They have 
five young grandchildren who occupy much of his spare time. His main sporting interest is 
Rugby, having been a player and coach at Moseley Rugby Club, where he is also a Vice 
President. 
 
 


